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The perfect book for newcomers who are often confused by the worship service, Welcome to

Sunday is also an excellent book for those who have been sitting in the pews without fully

understanding what happens on Sunday morning.   Episcopal priest Christopher Webber takes the

reader from the sidewalk outside the church, guides them through the service, and sends them out

again when the service has ended. Webber explains the postures, the Christian year, the colors we

use during various seasons, and all the elements in the Service of the Eucharist.   As in Webber's

very popular Welcome to the Episcopal Church, the tone of the easy-to-read book is conversational,

making it useful for parish study.
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Christopher Webber's book, 'Welcome to Sunday', is an excellent companion to the volume

'Welcome to the Episcopal Church'. Together, these books often form a curriculum of sorts for

inquirers' classes, confirmation classes and new member conversations. This particular volume, as

the title suggests, concentrates on the Sunday worship experience, the centre of most every

church.The Episcopal Church is the official version of the Anglican Church (Church of England) in

the United States. For historical reasons, after the American Revolution the Church of England in

America could no longer remain the Church of England -- the tendency toward national autonomy

among Anglican church structures generally holds true as a pattern today.Webber's first chapter



looks at architecture and space considerations. Most Americans are familiar with basic differences

in church design depending upon denomination. The Episcopal church actually has a wide variety of

architectural styles incorporated into their many churches, but there are some patterns that

generally hold true (with exceptions, of course). Most Episcopal churches can be noted by a red

door -- red draws attention to the entrance. Episcopal churches will almost always have the altar as

the centre element, with a pulpit raised but to the side. The baptismal font is always somewhere, but

again design can locate it almost anywhere.The chapter on ministry talks not only about the

three-fold ordained ministry of bishops, priests and deacons as well as the ministry of the laity. The

Episcopal church has been in a mode of recovering the importance of lay ministry, but there is still a

long way to go in that regard.
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